
This month our missions’ dessert night focused 
on the question “Why Missions?”  We have 
encountered this question and various spin-offs 
from this question as we have begun to share 
about God’s call on our lives and His work in 
La Paz, Mexico.  Many people wonder why we 
don’t just send money and let nationals do 
ministry.  Some wonder why we should send 
people overseas when there are plenty of 
needs in the U.S. Pete and I feel strongly that 
there are good answers to these questions, and 
at our dessert we had a great time in 
discussion with others as we talked through 
these issues.  Here’s a very brief synopsis of 

that evening! 

First, we believe that God’s heart and love for 
the world and His mission to redeem His 
creation is prominent throughout the Bible.  As 
God reveals Himself to us in Scripture, we see 
that He is a God who desires that the people 
He created return to Him and enter into a 
redeemed relationship with Him.  God goes to 
extraordinary lengths for us! God sent his son, 
Jesus, to dwell among us.  Jesus “became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us.” (John 1:14)  
He declared that he was anointed to “preach 
good news to the poor, to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)  After 
Jesus’ ministry on earth, his death, burial, and 
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Prayer Requests: 

• Our house is on the 

market.  Pray for a 

buyer and patience 

for us as we wait! 

• We are continuing 

support raising; we 

praise God for His 

provision thus far 

and ask that you 

would join us in 

asking Him to 

continue to raise up 

prayer and financial 

support! 

• Continue to pray 

for Tab’s next 

youth pastor.  We 

believe a decision is 

close! 
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FAQS: What ’s  our  T imel ine?  

Many of you have asked what 

our timeline is...when are we 

leaving for Mexico?  Well, here 

it is...all held loosely, of course.  

We plan, but God directs our 

steps.  We are on staff at TAB 

as youth pastor until 

September 1st.  At that point 

we will be freed up to finish 

support raising and attend 

various trainings we need to 
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resurrection, He charges His followers, the 
early church, with the task of carrying out his 
mission.  In what is often called “The Great 
Commission,” Jesus says, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Jesus wants us to make disciples of all nations 

for the glory of God! 

What is more, Jesus wants us to be unified 
(John 17).  We believe missions is more than 
just meeting needs...cross cultural missions is 
ultimately about the kingdom of God and 
working and praying “on earth as it is in 
heaven,” “where people from every tribe, 
language, and nation” will worship before God.  
Cross-cultural missions is about God’s glory 
and worshiping now with people from every 
tribe, tongue, and nation as we look forward to 
the day when we will all participate in that 
vision.  We believe the church needs cross-
cultural workers to help all of us become 
unified brothers and sisters in Christ, 

worshiping together the great God we serve.  

  

 

complete.  We hope the 

ministry will be fully funded by 

the end of February so we can 

be ready to leave in March of 

2012.  More specific questions 

for us?  Please feel free to 

email us or call us...we’d love 

to talk with you about Mexico, 

our plans, or really anything 

you’d like.  If you would like to 

give monthly or give one time 

gifts you can do that through 

TAB (put our name in the 

memo line or on the online 

menu choice) or through 

TEAM (online or by mail).  

Please let us know if you have 

questions!  

To give online: Go to 

www.teamworld.org  
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See, I am doing a new thing!  

I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.  Isaiah 43:19 

Pete is still on staff at TAB Church as 

the youth pastor and has a busy 

summer ahead leading the high school 

and middle school missions trips!  The 

Church is making good progress finding 

the new youth pastor who will begin 

September 1st, at which point Pete and 

I will become full time missionaries and 

will have more time to finish support 

raising! 

Our family is doing well.  God gave us a 

wonderful time with the Masons on a 

family vacation in Lake Tahoe.  We 

praise God for the time spent having 

fun together and greatly enjoyed God’s 

WHAT’s  UP  WITH THE RANCH?  

creation as we hiked and played in the 

great outdoors!   

Pete completed his marathon in great 

form, and Emily has started learning 

guitar.  The girls are growing and 

learning like crazy; their new favorite 

game is to play hide-and-seek.  We all 

are excitedly looking forward to the 

opening of the outdoor pools in 

Norfolk in a few short weeks.  We 

commence operation “turn our kids 

into pool rats” Memorial Day weekend!  

Last summer, the mission was a success 

and we expect nothing but the same 

this summer!   

Pete is taking a small group of high school students, college students, and adults to 

the Ranch this June 18-26.  The group will be working on a bunk house that will 

eventually house 32 people and provide a place for people to stay on the Ranch 

property (tents are currently the housing option).  The team will also lead a 

Vacation Bible School in Marquez de Leon in the evenings.  Please pray for the 

team as they work on the Ranch and in Marquez de Leon.  Also, continue to pray 

for the Gattos (the family who currently single-handedly staffs Rancho el Camino).  

They have a busy summer hosting short term teams and continuing their regular 

ministry initiatives. 

NEEDED: The Gattos are asking the team to bring gently used or new clothes as a 

donation for the people of La Paz.  Jeans (of all sizes) are especially requested as 

they are difficult to find in La Paz!  Please drop off any donations in the TAB 

Church office, 7000 Granby Street, Norfolk, VA.  Thanks! 

WHAT ARE WE UP  TO NOW? 

F a m i l y  h i k e i n  La k e Ta h o e .   

A  p i e c e  o f  r a n ch  p r op er t y     

w a i t i n g  t o b e  de v e l o p e d              

w i t h  b u n k  h ou s e s  a n d               

a n  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d .  


